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to grow. In the latest times the struggle for a relaxation
of political bonds on behalf of individual liberty has
taken the form of breaking the royal power and forcing
the king to take his hands off. Liberty has hardly yet
come to be popularly understood as anything else but
republicanism or anti-royalty.
The United States, starting on a new continent, with
full chance to select the old-world traditions which they
would adopt, have become the representatives and cham-
pions in modern times of all the principles of individualism
and personal liberty. We have had no neighbors to fear.
We have had no necessity for stringent State discipline.
Each one of us has been able to pursue happiness in his
own way, unhindered by the demands of a State which
would have worn out our energies by expenditure simply
in order to maintain the State. The State has existed of
itself. The one great exception, the Civil War, only
illustrates the point more completely per contra. The
old Jeffersonian party rose to power and held it, because
it conformed to the genius of the country and bore along
the true destinies of a nation situated as this one was.
It is the glory of the United States, and its calling in
history, that it shows what the power of personal liberty
is-^ what self-reliance, energy, enterprise, hard sense
men can develop when they have room and liberty and
when they are emancipated from the burden of traditions
and faiths which are nothing but the accumulated* follies
and blunders of a hundred generations of "statesmen."
It is, therefore, the highest product of political insti-
tutions so far that they have come to a point where,
under favorable circumstances, individualism is, under
their protection, to some extent possible. If political in-
stitutions can give security for the pursuit of happiness
by each individual, according to his own notion of it, in